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Good News to Share from Pastor Kathy ~ Exciting Things are Happening! 
 

Greetings to all!  
 
February is our shortest month in the dead of winter, and it might seem like there isn’t much going 
on. But there is good news to share and I am excited! 

 

Welcome to our newest staff member, Aren Alberico! 
 

I am so pleased to share this good news with all of you! Aren joined us in recent weeks as our new 
Technology and Digital Communications Manager, a part time position that we hope will help 
us enhance our various ways of communicating and utilizing technology. Some of Aren’s first 
priorities are assisting us with database improvements, expanding our social media presence, and 
helping us find efficient and helpful ways to integrate the use of technology and improve 
communication.  
 

In addition to his position here, Aren is also serving part-time as the Office Administrator for the 
Mount Carmel Congregational Church in Hamden. Aren studied at Fairfield University where he 
hopes to one day complete a degree in Religious Studies and pursue a further vocation in social 
work. You may contact Aren via his email at: fccwsocials@gmail.com or greet him in person at the 
church office on Monday or Tuesday afternoons. Welcome Aren! 

 

All Church Census – One of Aren’s first tasks will be overseeing the process for a new All Church 
Census. It has been 4 years since our previous census, and we want to make sure we have the most 
up-to-date information for everyone in our database. New communication options will be coming 
in the year ahead and you will definitely want to be in the loop. Aren shares more details in this Spire 
along with the info you need to access and complete the census form. We hope everyone will 
participate! 

 

Worship in the Month of February: 
 

February is the month dedicated to the annual observance of Black History Month, a time of 
celebrating the often, untold stories and achievements of black people in the United States, and 
recognizing their central roles and contributions in the history and prosperity of our country. 
During worship this month, we will take an opportunity to share a few significant stories of notable 
black people and learn about them in ways that we hope will be moving and transformative. With 
Jeanette’s help, we will be featuring music in the tradition of Spirituals, as well as other music 
composed and created by Black Americans. On our social media platforms, Aren will be sharing 
historic vignettes featuring people we will learn about throughout the month. We hope you will 
enthusiastically join us in person or via our live-stream worship as we engage in this important 
historic experience together. 

 

 

mailto:fccwsocials@gmail.com


I am excited to share that as a part of this experience, Chris Menapace, who is the Vice President 
of the Wallingford Historic Preservation Trust and Senior Educator at Discovering Amistad, 
will be with us on Sunday, February 27, 2022 to talk about the “Enslaved Wallingford” Project. 
Chris is an educator and independent researcher about northern enslavement and is a leader within 
this project that bubbled up during the pandemic. In conjunction with the town’s 350 anniversary, 
the WHPT is studying the historic homes, families, and other historic entities in the town of 
Wallingford and their connection to the population of free and enslaved black people. This important 
perspective has often been absent in written history and the project looks to bring light to the realities 
and contributions of these people. The church’s records have played a significant role in helping with 
this historic pursuit and we look forward to what Chris will share with us. Save the date and more 
specific details will be shared soon!  
 
Boy Scout Sunday: February 13, 2022 during our 10:00am. worship service. 
 

Join us for this annual tradition of celebrating our long historic relationship with the tradition of 
Scouting via our own Troop 5, which has been in existence for 105 years here at The First 
Congregational Church of Wallingford. We welcome the participation of the scouts and their leaders 
in our worship service and give thanks for their service to our church and our community for so 
many years! 
 

The Blessings and Challenges of Communication… 
 

  As we begin to take action on one of the hoped-for outcomes of our Vision and Mission process: 
“Improving Communication,” consider the following, written for a UCC church that was exploring 
 new ways towards better communication and addressing the challenges: 
 

• Some love being online; others don’t own a computer 

• Some love words; others prefer images and videos 

• Some love listening to podcasts; others have no idea what a podcast is 

• Some live on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok; others feel that social 
media is a danger and a monumental waste of time 

• Some text regularly and prefer doing so; others prefer reading information on paper 

• Some get their information about the church on our website; others listen to the 
announcements or read the bulletin while at church “in person” 

 
All of these describe the current challenges of sharing information in our time. We will continue to 

do our best to improve and provide you with multiple information sources. We ask that you seek 

out the ones that work for you so that you are able to be fully informed. Thank you! 

 

 

With gratitude for our ministry life together, 

 

Pastor Kathy 
 



 

 

  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATORS       (February, 2022) 
 
 

The year 2021 ended with a wonderful Advent season, and we began 2022 having had several 
successful Regathering events. We hope that many of you took advantage of the opportunities to 
gather with faith friends in what were purely social occasions. It was a joyous part of the holiday 
season and has encouraged us to carry on with more such activities in the near future. 
 
But, as has happened all too many times, we will have to wait until the dark cloud of Covid-19 once 
again dissipates. We are keeping a watchful eye on the positivity statistics, and, at the moment, the 
virus has us taking extra precautions. At the Church Council meeting on the 3rd, there was 
considerable discussion about a way forward.  
 
While we all agreed that curtailed singing, required masking and social distancing should be 
employed, there was little or no interest in canceling the services. We view this as a very positive 
step. We have learned much about our Covid challenges. We will still follow state and CDC 
guidelines, of course, but we are reluctant to give up all the hopeful progress we’ve made. 
Worshiping God together as a faith family is the foundation of the FCC of Wallingford, and we want 
so much to keep our doors open to all that wish to attend. 
 
To those of our members who are residents of Ashlar Village, we are especially hopeful to resume 
services with you on your campus. We are of course receiving our guidance from Carl Anderson, 
but staying in close contact so that we may pick up where we left off in December as soon as it is 
safe for everyone. 
 
As you read through this edition of the Spire, you will see that your church is active and prepared to 
move forward as quickly as Covid-19 recedes … again. In the meantime, stay tuned. Lots more to 
come in 2022! 
 
Steve and Lori 
 

A Message from the Flower Committee 

• A Christmas Thank You!  Thank you to all who helped to hang and remove sanctuary 

decorations this Christmas season. Thank you to all who sponsored memorial poinsettia and 

to Joe Geremia and Geremia Farms for their donation of additional beautiful poinsettia for the 

sanctuary. It was a beautiful Advent season! 

• Altar Flowers:  The altar flower sign up calendar can be found in the Narthex. We still have 

an immediate need for sponsorship for a couple of weeks in February (6th and 27th) and March 

(13th, 20th, and 27th). If you are interested in sponsoring flowers for the altar on a specific 

Sunday in 2022 and cannot make it into church, please call the church office or email Lori at 

lorifolkbarron@gmail.com.  

• Flower Fund Donations:  Donations to the Flower Fund are always appreciated! Such 

donations help with paying for altar flowers when specific sponsors are not available, for 

flowers offered during baptisms and other special occasions, for mowing the grass around the 

church, and for the purchase of various floral decorations at the holidays. Thank you for 

considering such a donation. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Lori at lorifolkbarron@gmail.com or call the church office. 
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Can you lend a hand to help families dealing with 
medical issues or other challenges in these 
difficult times? If this question is speaking to 
YOU, you can help in one of two ways: 
 

Join our list of folks willing to cook a meal for 
them, 

 

Or 
Offer names of church members who could use 

our help. 
 

 We'd love to hear from you. The need is now! 
 

Thank you for volunteering to be a part of this 
home ministry! 

 

Questions or looking to help? 
 

Contact either Louise Zemina at 203-988-2517 or 
louisezem@aol.com 

or Bernie Annunziata at 203-415-9809 or 
berniceja0907@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

A Prayer Shawl Story 

The holidays and winter months can be 

sad and lonely for some. If you have a 

loved one, a friend or know of someone 

who might benefit from the blessings and 

comfort of a prayer shawl or blanket for 

this reason or any other, please contact 

Rev. Kathy, one of the deacons or Kathy 

Janis. KathrynMJanis@gmail.com or 

203-376-1173. 

     

 

Youth Group Helpers 

If you have a project around the house that 

you need help with, consider having some 

of our church’s youths help out! 

Whether it’s a burned-out lightbulb or help 

cleaning up the sticks in your yard after the 

storm, we’re here to help! 

If you have a project or questions, please 

contact Leslie Spiars at 203-600-8043 

 

 

Diaconate and Family Life  
Book Club 

 

 
 

        

         The book for February is   

            “Finding Dorothy“ 

   by Elizabeth Letts. 

 

A copy is available in the 

church office. The meeting  

will be Tuesday, February 22  

at 6:30 PM, hopefully in the 

Guild Room. 

 

Stay tuned, if we decide to  

use zoom we will advise. 
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The First Congregational Church 

23 S. Main St-Wallingford 

 

Community and World Services & The Implementation Committee  

will be sponsoring a Food and Supply Drive on 

 

Saturday, February 19, 2022 

9am-11am 

 

We are looking for donations to help the homeless during these difficult times.   

This will be a drive thru drop off, please enter from S. Main Street. 

 

 

Urgent Needs 

Masks, Gloves, Hand sanitizer, Disinfecting wipes, Disinfecting aerosol spray, Men’s underwear 

& boxer shorts (sizes large & extra-large, new only),New socks (men & women),Bottled water, 

Toilet paper, Healthy snacks (granola bars, pretzels, trail mix, etc.) ,Women’s underwear (sizes 

7-12, new only),Full & travel size toiletries: deodorant (men & women), body wash (men & 

women), shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, Women's & men’s razors & shaving cream, Gift 

cards to Walmart, CVS, Walgreens, Family Dollar, Target, Big Lots, Subway, McDonalds, 

Burger King, Taco Bell or CT Transit bus passes 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, please contact Karen Janus at 203-265-5882 or 

kjanus01@snet.net 

 



 

  

 

Vision & Mission Implementation Team Message 
 

 
Our Vision: 
Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the foundation of our love for 
one another and service to the world around us. 
 
Our Mission:  
“We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, thereby empowering us to 
confront issues that impact our community and the world including poverty, isolation, and exclusion.”  
 
 
We hope the congregation has had an opportunity to refresh and renew with family and friends over 
the Christmas season. From our vantage point, the Vision and Mission of First Congregational have 
been alive and well throughout the months of November and December! From Regathering Events to 
the Cookie Walk to Angel Tree donations and the Warm Fuzzy Drive. From Helping Hands to coming 
together to beautify our sanctuary to wonderful Christmas worship services in our sanctuary and 
Ashlar. And the beautiful music!  The Spirit has definitely been at work among us. 
 
The Vision and Mission Implementation Team looks forward to 2022 and continuing to advance our 
Vision and Mission by offering support and leadership to the following efforts: 
 

• The Open and Affirming process – stay tuned for upcoming events and ways for you to get 
involved.  

• Sanctuary Revitalization and Development – Hand in hand with Council, the Trustees, and the 
Diaconate, the Vision & Mission Implementation Team will be assisting in advancing 2022 plans for 
upgrades to lighting, electricity, painting, and technology in the sanctuary. With the joint efforts of 
these same groups, we will continue to work toward plans for chancel renovations that improve 
accessibility, expand worship possibilities, and create exciting opportunities for community 
exposure to our beautiful church.  

• Supporting the efforts of our newest staff members, Maureen Czentnar and Aren Alberico, as they 
enhance the church’s communication from a variety of perspectives. 

• Continuing monthly food and charitable drives to serve our community.  

• Examining the current structure and organization of our boards and committees to see how we can 
optimize the church’s ability to live out its Vision & Mission. 

• Looking to support Mission projects and YOUR ministries in any way we can.  
 

Have any questions? Want to be a part of the Vision & Mission Implementation Team or help with 
certain projects? Contact the Vision & Mission Implementation Team at: fcc-wallingford-
implementation-team@googlegroups.com  

 

Happy New Year! 
The Vision & Mission Implementation Team 
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Now Hear This…  

With much gratitude for your generosity in the past, the First Congregational Church Council is 
declaring an embargo on any further donations of rummage sale or fair items at this time. Many in the 
church are working hard to clear out classrooms, hallways, and storage areas to make our church 
facility usable and safe for a variety of activities, and we cannot accept or store donations. Please do 
not drop off any donations at the church at this time and for the foreseeable future. 
 
Please rest assured that we will continue the ministry that the rummage sale provides to those in our 
community. However, please hold on to any household items that you wish to donate until there is an 
announcement that the church is collecting for the rummage sale, which will likely be in the late 
spring of 2022. Alternatively, please offer your donations to groups such as Master’s Manna (428 S. 
Cherry Street, Wallingford, 203-678-3042) or Goodwill Wallingford (1145 N. Colony Road, 203-265-
4211).  
 
Again, we appreciate your intentions, generosity and understanding that First Congregational Church 
does not have the storage capacity at this time.  
 
Thank you,  
Church Council  
 

Spire Music for Feb 2022 
 

COVID, as with other activities, has affected the music program and worship. 
 

Here’s my proposal for February to avoid the gathering of groups. 
 

1. Singing:  On Wed, evenings or another agreeable time, I would like to work with individuals  
or two people on songs of their choice or I will help select something. We can record them  
or sing them live.  Because we are live streaming, we have to pay close attention to the 
copyright laws which do include Karaoke accompaniments.  

 

I need volunteers. If I don’t hear from you, I will contact you.  It’s a great opportunity to spread 
your wings in a friendly, accepting environment. 
 

2. Thursday nights:  6:30 p.m. I wish to work with individuals on bells tree and solo pieces as   
well as two people on duets. 

 

3.  Instrumentalists (whatever you play).  Here’s your chance to make a goal for yourself: 
           Play a piece in church worship.  For example, it could be a hymn appropriate to the        
           Season. 
 

4. CHILDREN / YOUTH / TEENS:  Would you like to sing a solo or with your brother or sister in 
church? Parents, let me know and we can arrange a time. 

 

5. YOUTH HANDBELLS / CHIMES.  Probably in March, Kathy Wallace and I plan to start these 
groups.  We will have at least two groups: younger children on the colored bells and older 
youth on the chimes.  
 

HUMMING:  I mentioned the benefits of humming every day. Humming is excellent for you. 
Here’s what it can do: reduce the risk of heart attacks and strokes. Reduce stress and calm 
you. So hum away behind your masks.  

 



  

 

All-Church Census 2022 
 

The year 2022 marks four years since our last All-Church Census, which means it’s the perfect time 

to conduct another! Now, you may be wondering why we need another Census if our last one was only 

four years ago? The answer to that question is simple: a lot can change in four years. For instance: 
 

• It only took Mark Zuckerberg four years to grow Facebook from a small discussion board just for 

Harvard students into a multinational corporation with over 100 million active users (2004 – 2008).  

• In just over 4 years, adventurer Dave Kunst, along with his brothers, completed the very first 

recorded circumnavigation of the planet Earth on foot (1970 – 1974). 

• On January 9th, 2007, Steve Jobs unveiled the original iPhone to a crowd of devoted tech lovers at 

the Macworld convention in San Francisco, California, an invention which revolutionized the 

landscape of smartphones and touch-screen devices. In the span of just four years, not only had 

Apple released 3 more generations of the iPhone, but the percentage of Americans who owned a 

smartphone had risen to nearly 35% according to Pew Research. Four years later, the percentage 

spiked to 69% of all Americans.  
 

While a few minor changes to addresses or phone numbers may pale in comparison to the feats shown 

above, it is still important to take stock of what has changed in these past four years so that we can 

move forward with a greater deal of knowledge and understanding. As such, the purpose of this year’s 

All-Church Census is two-fold.  

1. First, we need to correct and update the information within our current database, some of which is 

either outdated or incorrect. This is necessary as we are also considering a change to our church 

management software, which will help us to build up our communications systems and make it 

easier for all members of our congregation to be connected.  

2. Second, we need updated contact information so that we can make major changes to our 

information distribution process, such as the implementation of a weekly digital newsletter to keep 

everyone in the congregation up-to-date and informed.  
 

This year, rather than asking for one Census form per household, we are requesting that every 

individual member of our congregation participate. This is to provide the most accurate profile content, 

and to allow us to form connections with each and every member and friend in our congregation. All 

of the information you provide will not be publicly shared, but only available to the congregation as you 

decide.  

Included in this month’s edition of the Spire is a copy of the Census Form; however, you can also find 

a link to the PDF version of this form on our website and below. To make submitting your census form 

as easy as possible this year, there will be several ways you can submit it. Please do so through just 

one of the following methods to be counted towards the 2022 Census.  
 

1. Google Form: You can find a link to a Google Form here: https://fccw.tiny.us/census  

2. Mail: For those who would prefer to mail it in, you can print a copy from the link or the Spire.   

3. Office Pick-up / Drop-off: Another alternative is picking up a form / dropping one off at the church 

office anytime on Tuesday through Friday between 9:00am and 2:00pm. Maureen will be happy to 

help!  
  

Thank you in advance for your participation! If you have any questions on the Census, please refer to 

the Frequently Asked Questions section on the next page. Feel free to contact me, Aren Alberico, by 

email at fccwsocials@gmail.com or visit me in the church office on Monday or Tuesday afternoons.  
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Frequently Asked Questions:  
 

 

Q. Why do I still need to provide a Household name? 

A. Even though we are focusing on individual profiles this year, a household name is still important for mailing         

and sorting purposes.  
 

Q. Why do you need to know my date of birth? 

A. We would like to have your date of birth on file for internal demographics, as well as to ensure we can send 

you a Happy Birthday message on your special day.  

 

Q. What is the difference between an Active Member and an Inactive Member?  

A. An Active Member is someone who 1) has actively attended worship sometime within the past three years, 2) 

has some form of traceable giving to the Church (pledge, donation, purchases at a Church Event, etc.), and /or 3) 

has actively participated in a Church-related event within the past three years. An Inactive Member is someone 

who does not fit the prior three criteria but is still considered a member of the Church. Contrary to popular belief, 

the only purpose behind distinguishing between Active and Inactive Members is to assist with accuracy in our 

internal Church records and functions. Inactive status is DOES NOT remove one from membership. You may 

request removal or a letter of transfer at your discretion. 

 

Q. What do the other forms of Church membership mean? (i.e., Associate Member, Friend) 

A. An Associate Member is someone who retains their primary Church membership through a former Church, but 

currently worships and/or participates with our congregation. For example, a person who moves to Ashlar Village 

and participates in our Sunday morning service, but retains membership in their previous congregation could 

request Associate Member status. A Friend of the Church refers to anyone who does not fall into the previous 

three categories (Active, Inactive, or Associate) who visits or participates but has not yet become an official 

member of the Church. 

 

Q. Why would the Church need to text me?  

A. We are considering adding a texting option to our distribution process. We will likely use this function for 

emergency updates or cancellations due to weather, and occasional notifications. We promise not to SPAM you 

with multiple frequent postings.  

 

Q. Why do I need to list an emergency contact?  

A. In the event of an emergency, such as an accident or medical event, we would like to have a contact on file 

should we need to notify someone. 

 

Q. What information should I put in the “additional information” section?  

A. The “additional information” section is meant for anything that doesn’t fit in the other sections of the form, 

such as additional family members, phone numbers, emails, or a vacation address. In addition, if you have any 

other items of note you would to share with us, such as the date you joined our Church, what sacraments or rites 

you have received, or what Church groups you are involved in, we encourage you to list them there. You may also 

indicate your vocational experience and any areas of interest that may help to match you with volunteer 

opportunities. If you are submitting a paper copy and have too much information to fit in the space provided, you 

may attach additional pages for review. Thank you! 

 



  

First Congregational Church  
of Wallingford 

 

Census Update Form 

Demographic Information 

 

Contact Information 

 

Full Name:        Date of Birth:  

 Last First M.I.    Month/Day/Year 

 

Household Name:        Gender:  

         For example: James Family, Klein-Hames Household, etc.   (Optional) 

 

 

If no, what would you like to be listed as?     Inactive        Associate Member        Friend         

  
 
If  you would like to be removed from our database entirely, please check this box:   

Preferred Name:      How long have you been a member of the Church?  

 Nickname, Alias, etc. (Optional)  (Optional) 
 
Would you like to continue to be listed as an Active Member in our database?        Yes        No      
For more information, please refer to the FAQs listed on the cover letter for this form.    

 
 

Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

 

Mailing Address: Same as street address? 
YES 

 

NO 

         If the answer is yes, then skip to next question. 

 
 

Address:   

 Street Address or PO Box Apartment/Unit # 

 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

 
 

Home Phone:  Email  

 
 

Cell Phone:   

Check this box to enable text messaging for important 

updates (i.e. emergencies, cancellations) 
OPT IN 

 

 



 

 

 

  

(When finished, please continue on to the next page.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family 

Please list members of your family, followed by their relation to you. For children who have not yet undergone 

confirmation, please also list their Date of Birth in the space marked “Additional Information”.   

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact 

Please provide information for your Emergency Contact in the space below. This information will only be used in 

the event of an emergency. 

 

Full Name:  Relationship:  

 

Phone:         Email:   

 

Additional Information 

If you have any additional information that you would like to share, please do so here. This includes, but is not 
limited to: seasonal/alternate addresses, additional phone numbers, additional family members, groups you are a 

part of, contact preferences, records of sacraments/rites, etc. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spire is published 
monthly except summer by  
The First Congregational 
Church of Wallingford, CT. 
The deadline for the Spire 
articles is the 15th of each 
month, September through 
June.  
 
Email the church office at 
firstchurchwlfd@snet.net. 

First Congregational Church of 

Wallingford 

23 South Main St 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

 


