
 1 

 
Epiphany Sunday at First Church Wallingford! 

 

January 8, 2023 - 10:00am 

 

The flowers on the altar are given in loving memory of Fenella “Penny” 
Tongo Reves Seichter by Jim Seichter. 

 

(+ Please rise in body or in spirit)  
 

GATHER 

 

Prelude                 How Lovely Shines the Morning Star organ 
   Paul Manz / ©1987 Morning Star Music Publishers 
 

   Wie Schon Leuchtet der  Morgenstern, op. 67, no. 49 organ 
   Max Reger/©Public Domain 

Welcome 
 

Centering Music         Noel Ecossais organ 
   Alexandre Guilmant /©1983 The Heritage Music Press                                              

 
Calling on God               Steve Knight 
 
   One: Arise! Shine! 
   All:   God’s light has come to reveal the Way in this New Year. 
   One: Arise! Shine! 
   All:   The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
   One: Arise! Shine! 
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   All:   God’s light penetrates the iniquity that covers the world. 
   One: Arise! Shine! 
   All:   Nations shall come to God’s light and kings to the     
             brightness of God’s dawn. Arise! Shine! For the glory of   
             the Lord has risen upon us! 
 

                               PRAISE 
 
 

+Opening Hymn of Praise ♪PSB#62“ Bring We the Frankincense of Our 

Love” (insert) 
 
Call to Prayer and Silent Reflection                         Meredith Jeffers        
  

Unison Prayer of Reflection  
 
Light of God, illumine our path that leads us to healing, hope, and  
oneness with you. Glory of God, fill this sanctuary and expose the 
gloom that stalks our souls. Light of God, shine with such 
brightness that we marvel in awe. Glory of God, fill each temple of 
the Holy Spirit present today. Light of God, Glory of God, we 
welcome you in this place. Amen. 
         
Clearing Our Conscience With God 
          Silent Meditation and Prayer 
 

Words of Assurance  
 
Children’s Message      “Promises, Promises!” 
 
Making of the Covenant Between the Rev. Dr. Meredith Jeffers 
and the First Congregational Church of Wallingford  (insert) 

Greg Whitehouse, Chair of the Interim Search Committee 
                 

 

LISTEN 
 

Lesson from the Hebrew Scripture                     Lori Folk-Baron      

Psalm 136:1-9 
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God’s Work in Creation and in History 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 O give thanks to the God of gods, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
4 who alone does great wonders, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
5 who by understanding made the heavens, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
6 who spread out the earth on the waters, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
7 who made the great lights, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8 the sun to rule over the day, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Anthem     Star              Chancel Choir 

Pepper Choplin/ ©1993 Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 
Lesson from the Christian Scripture                               Steve Knight 
 

Matthew2:1-12 

The Visit of the Magi 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east[b] and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so 
it has been written by the prophet: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23172b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23174c
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6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’ ” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi[e] and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen in the east,[f] until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Sermon              “Following A Star”          Rev. Dr. Meredith Jeffers 
 
 

+Hymn        ♪NCH #164      “Arise, Your Light Is Come”   
 
 
 

RESPOND and SHARE 
 

Prayers of God’s People                                                      

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

Presentation of Our Offerings:  
 

Offertory Music Why a Baby? Why a Child?          Chancel Choir 
                Jay Althouse /©2001 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23176d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23177e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23179f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23180g
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+Doxology 
 

     Praise God, the source of life and birth Praise God,the Word who came to earth; 

     Praise God the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God’s name. Amen. 

 
 

Prayer of Dedication                                                 Lori Folk-Baron                                                  
     

God of many gifts, we give you thanks for the diverse gifts you 
have blessed us with. Bless us with your wisdom and your spirit 
that these gifts may be used as you would have us use them - to 
share your love in word and in deed. My these gifts transform the 
world and each one of us. Amen. 
 

STAR GIFTS  
The gift of a star is God’s gift to you this bright and beautiful day. It is a word that 
may guide you as you deepen your relationship with God and the world. You are 
invited to come forward at the invitation of the ushers and receive your gift from the 
communion table. If you would prefer to receive your gift in your pew, please indicate 
that to an usher and they will bring the star basket to you.  

 

 
The Passing of the Peace of Christ (from a distance!) 
 

RETURN 
 
 

+Closing Hymn     ♪GTG #192 “Lord, the Light of Your Love is Shining” 

 
+Commission and Benediction  
  
                                                               

 +Response           “We Three Kings” (Refrain)                Congregation

                               TUNE: KINGS OF ORIENT/© Pilgrim #143 

 

Postlude                              We Three Kings   organ 

       Setting by Paul Manz/©1992 Morning Star Publications 
 

Portions of the service have been reprinted by permission of The Pilgrim Press from the 

Pilgrim Hymnal © 1958 and The New Century Hymnal ©1995. 

All rights reserved. Printed under One License.net A-718386. 
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Today we celebrate Epiphany Sunday. Epiphany is the day we 
celebrate the three wise men bringing their gifts to the baby 
Jesus. Epiphany begins a season of light, revelation, and 
discernment. Today we also celebrate the making of a covenant 
between the First Congregational Church of Wallingford and Rev. 
Dr. Meredith Jeffers as Interim Minister. Please join us for a 
reception in Congregational Hall following the service.  
 
Thank you to this morning’s liturgists, Lori Folk-Baron and Steve 
Knight, Co-Moderators, and Greg Whitehouse, Chair of the 
Interim Search Committee. A big thank you to the Interim 
Minister Search Committee: Greg Whitehouse, Chair, Heidi 
Bonassar, Kathy Filkins, Jessie DuPonte,  and John Perkowski. 
 
Serving the church this morning are Bob Westervelt, Chimer; Tony 
and Bernice Annunziata, Greeters; Bob Blakeslee, Bob and 
Lorraine Westervelt and Bill Zemina, Ushers;  Thank you! We also 
offer thanks to those who prepare and serve Coffee Hour.  
 
To reach our minister, The Rev. Dr. Meredith Jeffers, please email 
pastormeredith@firstchurchwlfd.org 
You may also call or text Meredith at 914-255-1690 

 
Our Office Manager, Maureen Czentnar, may be reached in the church office 
Tuesday-Friday 9-2. The office # is 203-265-1691. Maureen’s NEW email is 
officemanager@firstchurchwlfd.org 
 
To contact our Minister of Music, Dr. Jeanette Gross, please email 
gross7jeanette1@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastormeredith@firstchurchwlfd.org
mailto:officemanager@firstchurchwlfd.org
mailto:gross7jeanette1@gmail.com
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The Covenant 

 

Congregation: Gracious God, you have blessed and sustained us for 

years, and you have given us sacred symbols of Christian life together 

in this community. Be with us now, we pray, as we enter this in-

between time. Comfort us as we process the emotions of the past, and 

as we look anxiously toward new leadership in our future. Bless us and 

guide us as we reflect on our history and as we dream dreams about 

the future, so that we might prepare one another for the next portion 

of this congregation’s journey. Give us courage, patience, and vision. 

Strengthen us in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and 

service to others, through Jesus Christ Amen. 

 

Pastor Meredith: As we begin this intentional interim time together, we begin 

new relationships. I have been called as your interim pastor, to support the work 

God is calling your church to do at this time. As a minister of the gospel, I will 

pray for you, listen to you, encourage and challenge you as we move through 

this time together. As an interim minister, I will assist you in the tasks of this 

season: grieving, reimagining, stabilizing, planning, deepening our spirituality, 

energizing, transforming, and in due time, preparing you to welcome a new 

settled pastor. 

 

Congregation: We, the people of the First Congregational Church of 

Wallingford, receive you as a servant of God and pledge our 

partnership as we continue to use the gifts God has given us for the 

ministries of the gospel in this place: worship, education, witness, 

service, and stewardship. 

 

Pastor Meredith: May God bless us and lead us as we together embark on this 

interim time. May God spirit and struct and prepare us for the future mission and 

ministry of the church in this place. 
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Our Prayer List : 

 

Sue Phipps, navigating several chllenges 

 
We continue prayers for:  
 
Family of Gloria Stoll                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                   

Mark and Lynn Bailey (friends of John           
    and Sherry Perkowski

 

Tim Keogh 

Ann Hebert (Lori Fast-Minkema’s friend) 

Ashley Sibley (Bernie and Tony  

      Annunziata’s Great Niece) 

Kimberly Eames-Burgett 

     (friend of Lori Folk-Barron) 

Denise Castellano             

Connie Ferrara (Sue Keogh’s mom) 

Robert Owens (John Bau’s stepfather) 

Wendy Riddle Brod (Sandy Weekes sister) 

Barbara Bennett 

George Churma 

Cathy Kovi 

Kyle Denson (family friend of Kristen Hinckley) 

Sandy McCume 

Betsy-Sue Eisenman 

Hazel Rickes (Kristen Hinkley’s grandmother) 

Anne Stevens (Ken’s mother) 

Judy and Eric Rickes (Kristen Hinckley’s parents) 

Janice Frye 

David Lick 

Beverly Lastig  

                 

Fiona Pope (Steven and Michelle Pope’s        

    daughter, Virgina Pope’s great grandaughter) 

Martha Asman (Aunt of Kathy Wallace) 

Ned Phipps (Sue Phipps husband) 

Charmaine Craggs 

Pam Savenelli 

Hayden Steinhilper (U.S. Navy – USS 

      Abraham Lincoln, South China Sea) 

Tom Jastermsky 

Gabe and Jude Heidenis (Bernie and  

     Tony Annunziata’s grandsons) 

Jack Grotti 

Matthew Lopilato (Amanda Nesto’s cousin) 

Christine Castellano (Cliff’s sister) 

Holly Arce (Daughter in law of  

    Manuel Arce and Deborah Sinon) 

Pete Fradiani & Tom Fedora (friends of  

    Megan Perkowski) 

Pamela Lyons (Megan Perkowski’s aunt) 

Kimberly Kearney 

 

We continue our prayers for the people  

of Ukraine and for all who are impacted by 

the recent invasion. As people of faith, we ask 

wisdom for leaders, courage and protection 

for those under attack, and an end to all 

suffering. May God’s peace somehow reign, 

and war be no more.  
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First Congregational Church 

23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 

 

The Board of Community and World Service will be sponsoring a 

food drive on 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 

9-11AM 
 

We will be collecting soup for Master’s Manna. Drop-off will take 

place in the parking lot at the rear entrance to the church. 

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, please 

contact Karen Janus at 203-265-5882 or kjanus01@snet.net. 
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At the First Congregational Church, UCC of Wallingford, CT, 

we have discerned the following vision and mission  
for our faith lives together: 

 

Vision 
 

Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the 
foundation of our love for one another and service to the world around us. 

 
We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through 
the exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those 
teachings commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity. 

 

Mission 
 

We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, 
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community  

and the world, including poverty, isolation, and exclusion. 
 

We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and 
inspired to meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian 

faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive impact 
on the lives of people in our community and beyond. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492 

Church telephone: (203) 265-1691 

Church Office Hours: Tues.– Fri. - 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Email: officemanager@firstchurchwlfd.org (office) 

Website: www.firstchurchwallingford.org 

 


