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The Second Sunday After Epiphany at First Church Wallingford 

January 15, 2023 - 10:00am 

The flowers on the altar are given by the Whitehouse Family in honor 
of Keith Whitehouse and in celebration of his 93rd birthday on 

Thursday, January 19th. 

(+ Please rise in body or in spirit)  

GATHER 

Prelude                                      Epiphany      
Alan Bullard  

                                       Greensleeves 
James Biery  

    

Welcome 

Centering Music          Lord, I Want to Be a Christian   
Arr. Stan Pethel  

Janet Wood, Clarinet 

Calling on God                

One: In the very beginning, God separated the darkness and the light.
         God called the Light "Day" and the Darkness, God called "Night". 
All:   We were once people who dwelled in darkness, but God has 
given 
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          us the true Light, Jesus Christ.
One: God has blessed us and adopted us as God’s own beloved 
children, 
          through the sacrament of Baptism. 
All:   The water of baptism brings to us healing and reconciliation; 
it is a 
          symbol of nourishment and cleansing.  
One: This day is the day of the remembrance of Jesus’ Baptism. 
All:   As we hear the words of his baptism, let us be reminded of 
our 
         own adoption by God and celebrate the joyous connection to 
the 
         Almighty God. 

                               PRAISE 

+Opening Hymn of Praise ♪NCH#159“ As With Gladness Those of Old” 

Call to Prayer and Silent Reflection                                 

  

Unison Prayer of Reflection 
  

We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered the 
season in which Your Light has been given to the world, your 
blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all we 
can think about is our own problems, our own needs, our own 
desires. Help us to desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your 
presence. Pour your baptismal waters over us again, cleansing 
us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish and heal us so 
that we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, 
greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in 
the way of our truly being the people you have called us to be. 
Again let us receive the blessings offered in creation, in the 
birth and baptism of Jesus, and in the ministry of the saints of 
light. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

         
Clearing Our Conscience With God 
          Silent Meditation and Prayer 

Words of Assurance  
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Children’s Message      “Getting Wet for God” 

The Baptism of Tina Faye Caldwell 
      Congregational Assent: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all 
      nations and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who  
      witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and  
      care to Tina about to be baptized, as she lives and grows in Christ? 
      Congregation: We promise our love, support, and care. 

                 

LISTEN 

Lesson from the Hebrew Scripture  
  

Isaiah  42:1-9 

The Servant, a Light to the Nations 

42 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice  
    or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until he has established justice in the earth,  
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5 Thus says God, the LORD, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it  
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people,[a] 
    a light to the nations, 
7     to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the LORD; that is my name; 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    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. 

Anthem      Creation Will Be at Peace Words       Chancel Choir         
Words by J. Paul Williams / Music by Anna Laura Page 

Lesson from the Christian Scripture   

Matthew 3:13-17 

The Baptism of Jesus 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s 
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,[a] with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Sermon              “Beloved”          Rev. Dr. Meredith Jeffers 

+Hymn       ♪NCH #168      “O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word 
   

RESPOND and SHARE 

Prayers of God’s People                                                      

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
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us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

Presentation of Our Offerings:  

Offertory Music He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands          
         WHOLE WORLD/arr. Stan Pethel/ Janet Wood, Clarinet 

+Doxology 
     Praise God, the source of life and birth Praise God, the Word who came to earth; 
     Praise God the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God’s name. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication                                                 
     

The Passing of the Peace of Christ (from a distance!) 

RETURN 

+Closing Hymn     ♪NCH #400 “Christ is Made he Sure Foundation” 

+Commission and Benediction  
  

                                                              

+Response            What Does the Lord Require of You      Jim Strathee 

Postlude                              Shine, Jesus Shine                 David Blackwell 

Portions of the service have been reprinted by permission of The Pilgrim Press from the 
Pilgrim Hymnal © 1958 and The New Century Hymnal ©1995  
All rights reserved. Printed under One License.net A-718386. 

CCLI License No.3108192 

Serving the church this morning are Louise Zemina, Liturgist; Rick 
Voelker, Chimer; Louis Doherty, Bruce and Katherine Ollodart, 
Ushers;  Thank you! We also offer thanks to those who prepare 
and serve Coffee Hour.  

It is a joy to celebrate the baptism of Tina Faye Caldwell. Tina has 
been coming to the church regularly for about a year and expects 
to become a member with our new member class this spring.  Tina 
is a retired Marine, having served in the Corp for 14 years. She is 
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also retired from the rodeo circuit. She is attending Messiah 
University, studying for her Masters of Divinity degree.  Her goal 
is to be a pastoral counselor. Tina is an ordained minister.  She is 
the mother of 3 children and grandmother of 7. She loves being 
involved in the church every chance she gets. She says, “Everyone 
has made me feel so welcome. I'm very proud to be a part of our 
church family. 

To reach our minister, The Rev. Dr. Meredith Jeffers, please email 
pastormeredith@firstchurchwlfd.org 
You may also call or text Meredith at 914-255-1690 

Our Office Manager, Maureen Czentnar, may be reached in the 
church office Tuesday-Friday 9-2. The office # is 203-265-1691. 
Maureen’s NEW email is officemanager@firstchurchwlfd.org 

To contact our Minister of Music, Dr. Jeanette Gross, please email 
gross7jeanette1@gmail.com  

Our Prayer List : 

We continue prayers for:  
 
Sue Phipps  
Family of  Gloria Stoll                                                                                                                       
          

                                                                                         

Mark and Lynn Bailey (friends of  John           
    and Sherry Perkowski 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Tim Keogh 

Ann Hebert (Lori Fast-Minkema’s friend) 

Ashley Sibley (Bernie and Tony  

      Annunziata’s Great Niece) 

Kimberly Eames-Burgett 

     (friend of  Lori Folk-Barron) 

Denise Castellano             

Connie Ferrara (Sue Keogh’s mom) 

Robert Owens (John Bau’s stepfather) 

Wendy Riddle Brod (Sandy Weekes sister) 

Barbara Bennett 

George Churma 

Cathy Kovi 

Kyle Denson (family friend of  Kristen Hinckley) 

Sandy McCume 

Betsy-Sue Eisenman 

Hazel Rickes (Kristen Hinkley’s grandmother) 

Anne Stevens (Ken’s mother) 

Judy and Eric Rickes (Kristen Hinckley’s parents) 

Janice Frye 

David Lick 

Beverly Lastig  

                 
 

NEW MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENT FROM LORI 
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Ken Twomey (friend of  Tony and Bernie) 

Fiona Pope (Steven and Michelle Pope’s        

    daughter, Virgina Pope’s great grandaughter) 

Ned Phipps (Sue Phipps husband) 

Charmaine Craggs 

Pam Savenelli 

Hayden Steinhilper (U.S. Navy – USS 

      Abraham Lincoln, South China Sea) 

Tom Jastermsky 

Gabe and Jude Heidenis (Bernie and  

     Tony Annunziata’s grandsons) 

Jack Grotti (family friend of  Sally Coleman) 

Matthew Lopilato (Amanda Nesto’s cousin) 

Christine Castellano (Cliff ’s sister) 

Holly Arce (Daughter in law of   

    Manuel Arce and Deborah Sinon) 

Pete Fradiani & Tom Fedora (friends of   

    Megan Perkowski) 

Pamela Lyons (Megan Perkowski’s aunt) 

Kimberly Kearney 

We continue our prayers for the people  
of  Ukraine and for all who are impacted by the 
recent invasion. As people of  faith, we ask 
wisdom for leaders, courage and protection for 
those under attack, and an end to all suffering. 
May God’s peace somehow reign, and war be 
no more.  
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New Member conversations and orientations are being planned! 

If you are contemplating membership in First Congregational Church, 
Wallingford, you are cordially and enthusiastically invited to attend a  
three-part series hosted by church leaders and members that will  
explore the history of the First Congregational Church and its  
connections to Congregationalism and the United Church of Christ, 
 introduce the missions, activities and committees of the church,  
and review the responsibilities of church membership. Those  
interested in becoming members after this series will be formally  
welcomed during a worship service that celebrates the commitment 
 between new members and the congregation.  

The three-part series is currently planned for February 19th, March 5th, 
and March 19th immediately following the 10 am service.  

Interested? Please contact Maureen in the church office (203-265-1691) 
officemanager@firstchurchwlfd.org) to add your name to the list.  
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First Congregational Church 
23 S. Main Street, Wallingford 

The Board of Community and World Service will be sponsoring a 
food drive on 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 

9-11AM 

We will be collecting soup for Master’s Manna. Drop-off will take 
place in the parking lot at the rear entrance to the church. 

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, please 
contact Karen Janus at 203-265-5882 or kjanus01@snet.net. 
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At the First Congregational Church, UCC of Wallingford, CT, 
we have discerned the following vision and mission  

for our faith lives together: 

Vision 

Our faith – rooted in the compassion and teachings of Jesus Christ – is the 
foundation of our love for one another and service to the world around us. 

We offer a home for those seeking deeper meaning or purpose in their lives through 
the exploration of Jesus Christ’s teachings. The love and compassion found in those 

teachings commit us to uplift each individual and celebrate our shared humanity. 

Mission 

We will foster spiritual growth, loving communication, and mutual care, 
thereby empowering us to confront issues that impact our community  

and the world, including poverty, isolation, and exclusion. 

We commit to developing a nurturing environment where all are loved, valued, and 
inspired to meaningful participation in the life of the church. Through our Christian 

faith, compassion, and service, we will dedicate ourselves to making a positive impact 
on the lives of people in our community and beyond. 
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The First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
23 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492 

Church telephone: (203) 265-1691 

Church Office Hours: Tues.– Fri. - 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Email: officemanager@firstchurchwlfd.org (office) 

Website: www.firstchurchwallingford.org 
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